I describe the volcanic hazards in the area, partly because commercial and residential development on and near the LERZ continues almost unabated.
Instead, David Clague and colleagues focused on a single eruption that occurred around A.D. 1445 and whose lavas invaded large parts of Puna. The eruption lasted around 50 years and built a 430-km 2 lava flow field that stretched 40 km from Kilauea's summit to the coast, and which-today-underlies several sub-divisions. Clague and colleagues thus stressed a specific type of hazard: that resulting from a long-lived eruption of lava from the volcano summit that slowly buries a large area.
The second set of papers details the 1955 and 1960 eruptions of Kilauea that opened up from fissures close to the current site of activity in Puna. Gordon Macdonald describes the 1960 eruption which, like the current event, erupted moreor-less inside a town, this being the town of Kapoho. Kapoho was, eventually, totally destroyed, but Macdonald documents the attempts to build barriers so as to delay the ingress of lava into the vulnerable community. Ritchie Hoe and Michael Garcia instead focus on the eruption dynamics of the 1955 eruption. Applying chemical analyses, they found that a dike was intruded 15 km down the rift zone (that connects Puna to the summit of Kilauea) eight days after the eruption began. This forced magma already in the rift zone to be pushed out onto the surface, so that they concluded:
Bthe dike probably acted as a hydraulic plunger forcing more of the stored magma to be eruptedT he work of Rosalind Helz and Thomas Wright confirmed that the character of the 1955 lava was consistent with a source that had spent some time sitting in the rift zone-cooling and crystallizing-before being pushed out by the magma that moved from the summit down the rift and into Puna. The work of Michael Garcia and colleagues finishes by showing how the opening phase of the current eruption (of which the Puna event is a part) also began by pushing out rift-zone-stored magma-erupting (on 3 January 1983) magmas that had been sitting in the rift zone since 1977. 
